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669 Oak Terrace
Morcross, GA 30071
Decemhber 21, 2004
Mr. Ronald Newton, Chairman
Planning and Zoning Board

Mr. Jehnny Lowler, Directos ~REQUEST CONTENTS OF THIS LETTER
Mlanning and Development BE ENTERED IN ITS ERNTIRETY INTO

City of Norcross THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF THTS

65 Lawrenceville Street, ROARD MECTTNG=

Marcross, GA 10071
fe: Proposed Town Pluza Praject
Lear Mr, Newdon, Mr. Lawler, and Mambers of the [toard:

We would like to share our concems and questions abous the proposed development on
Cemetery Street and urge vou to ensure thar quality development takes place in Morcross,

B Quality development recognizes preservation in the historie district,
What does the developer, Mr, Forro, intend to do 1o kelp facilitate a possible relocation
eof thre three fromes the city viands to lose Srom demolition, and whar is the cify 'y
Posiiiom?

Uhe Maylor Home (¢, 18%05) which was on the Tour of ames i 1982, the Adams Home
(o, Tais), and the coltage on College Street in the “tee-folk™ style (c.1870). This humse
witnessed the founding of the city! In 24 years since the historic district was listad in The
Nationial Registey of Hutorie Places, 10 houses have heen lost. This vear along we slund
lo lase up iy 3 more, plus the fate of 4 on Wingo Streel i3 yet uncerigin, The 1.0 Sy,
[ 22r “This disenssion is particularly impartant in the development of the towy
plaza. which requires the demalition of several historic homes, The masicr plan
identifies a receiving area, cast of City Iall, should the homes be relocated.”
Feroaiteusly, the city owns the 4 deep lots an Winger Street. Perhaps 2 bistoric residential
rehab projeet could be created with a service dlley such ux in Col. Jones Parl., insuring
future expansion optioms for Heht retail down Wingo Streel.

LL. Quuality develupment does not overload eity services to the rest of the
cilizens.

HWiith the recent approvals of The Hedvewood Homes (1634 frammes), The Hovwel!
pProject by Mr. Farro (24 omes), and the Green prafect, how docs the city plas o
assess and gddress the added strain ox traffic duvin 8 consiruciion fo an already
over-loaded system, the additional strain on a stressed city hudpor for fe-ins, and
wided pressures om an our-dated wiilities infra-siriuciyre?

Hlave impact stndics been dune in these eritical areas and specifically, where is
the ity plan for wtilities uperades snd construction of @ mucl -needed new
electrical substation as called for by cleered ollTicials last vear?
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1. Qualily development ensures o fair process for citizen inpul and
appropriale, non-hiased hearing procedures by appointed and eleeted
ufficials.

(T} Wax the Sunshine Law violured when the developer, Mr. Foree, mer with
the cify cowncil in anadverfived executive session on one or more
occasiony, ensuring e had iy ducks fined up before the public wes
erer aware of this prajecy, (2) Have all members of this board received
ARC training to easure that fhey fully understand their respramsibifities
i sneekinegr vorendd, wnbiosed decisions? and (3) Should two, possibly three
reinbers of thiv board recuse themyelves because of clase personal
Sriewdships wivh Mr. Forro, family members who have been in hiv
cmplay in recent months, or wha may peceive conumissions from futnre
sales?

We want our board members to be the very best they can be, and we want them to
be certificd when making such serious, irreversible decisions which impact all our
lives and the communilys luture quality,

IV,  Quality development ensures detailed design with adeguate input process.
Hith tlis hearing faking place in ihe midse of the holidays, and the developer’s
shetcfes ol having adequate detuil, where is an opperfuanity for more public inpit?
Some designs as presented elearly could use move works: Tor example, the lofi
comeept is often used for inner-city revitalization, not for replacing a historic
district. More attention and definition needs to be given the “Mived-Use™ con cepl.

Pinally, we ask that you tzble this requast until such time as these gueEnons can be
aciequalely addressed and opportunities provided, perhaps throuph o series of wwwn
meetings, for all inferested citizens o have “buy-in™ to this exiremely unpertant slep in
Marerass” downtown development, We respect these families” desive to sell their hames
anned move an, and the developer's desive for 2 quality project that bears his name, as wel]
as cineerns 800t the ellect ol this project on other property owners within the histaric
disticl. We must do more wo balance histaric preservation with the growdh process,

For 134 yeaus, Norcross has provided the prestest amount ol good (o the grentest number
alpeaple We ask that you and the other boards do all within your power to facilitale »
Lair, vrilerly, sensitive governimental process, ensuring Nareross can last anoche cenlury,
and we ez all be glad we had a part in saving its authentic lendscane and architeetural
aistary which is the very basis of cur coonomic revitalization.

ncerely.

-

Johar amed Anne Webh

Lo v e-mpizil: Mayor and City Council;
Dowetown Development Authawity




